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REMARKS 

Claims 23-26, 36, 46-49, 51, and 53 -55 were previously pending in this application. By 
this amendment, Applicant is canceling claims 36, 46-49, 51, and 53 -55 without prejudice or 
disclaimer. No claims have been amended. As a result, claims 23-26 are pending for 
examination with claims 23 and 26 being independent claims. No new matter has been added. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
The Examiner has indicated that claims 23-26 are allowable. Applicants have canceled 
all claims except claims 23-26 in order to expedite issuance of a patent. 

Finality of Office Action 
Although applicants have canceled all claims except claims 23-26 which are allowable in 
order to expidite prosecution, applicants wish to point out to the examiner that the Finality of the 
office action is improper. In the previous Office Action claims 23-26, 36, 46-49 and 51 were 
indicated to be allowable if rewritten in independent form to include all of the limitation of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. In response to the office action Applicants re- wrote the 
claims as suggested by the Examiner and canceled all of the other claims. Applicants did not add 
any new limitations into the claims. The new rejections raised by the Examiner are not related to 
any changes that Applicant made. Thus the finality of the office action is improper. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §1 12 
Claims 36, 46-49, 51, and 53 -55 have been rejected under U.S.C. §1 12. Although 
applicants disagree with the rejection, applicants have canceled each of these claims in order to 
expidite allowance of claims 23-26. 

Accordingly, withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 
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CONCLUSION 



A Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. The Examiner is requested to call the 
undersigned at the telephone number listed below if this communication does not place the case 
in condition for allowance. 

If this response is not considered timely filed and if a request for an extension of time is 
otherwise absent, Applicant hereby requests any necessary extension of time. If there is a fee 
occasioned by this response, including an extension fee, that is not covered by an enclosed 
check, please charge any deficiency to Deposit Account No. 23/2825. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Ahmed S. Mehanna et al, Applicants 



By: 




Helen C. Lockhart, Ph.D., Reg. No. 39,248 
Wolf, Greenfield & Sacks, P.C. 
600 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02210-2206 
Telephone: (617)646-8000 
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